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In the Matter of

International Settlement Rates

MOTION TO EXTEND THE REPLY COMMENT PILING DATE

The Republic ofPuwna, by its attorneyI and pursuant to Federal CoJneMJPica

tiona Commission (the "Commission") Rule 1.46,47 C.F.R. § 1.46, respectfully requests

that the Commission extend the date for filing reply comments in this proceeding from

Monday, March 10, 1997 to Monday, April 14, 1997. In support thereot: the Republic of

Panama states:

1. This Commission released its Notice ofProposedRulemaking in this

proceeding on December 19, 1996, FCC 96-484. The Commission directed that com-

menta be filed by February 7, 1997 and reply comments by March 10, 1997.

2. Over 50 sets ofcomments were filed as ofFebruary 7, 1997, and many of

the comments were filed by foreign governments (like the Republic ofPanama) and

carriers operating outside the United States. Two points are apparent from these

comments. First, there is a substantial question whether, under prevailing U.S. and

intemationallaw, this Commission has the legal authority to adopt its proposed rules.

S~ even aside from these jurisdictional issues, the comments make plain that the

Commission's proposals could dramatically, and negatively, impact the provision of

telecommunication services not only between countries but within foreign countries as

wen.
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3. At present, reply comments are due on Monday, March 10, 1997.

Altbouah this Conunission undmtandably bu • general policy that motions for exten

sion oftime will "not be routinely sranted," 47 C.F.R. § 1.46(a), the Republic ofPanama

respectfully submits that an extension ofthe reply comment tiling deadline is warranted

in this matter. As explained below, the current schedule does not give the Republic of

Panama sufficient time to prepare informed reply comments in this critically important

proceeding.

4. First, the Republic ofPanama has encountered significant problems in

obtaining copies ofall the comments filed, caused in part by failure of the Commission's

Record Imaging Processing System.} Indeed, two weeks after the comment filing date,

parties still have been unable to obtain a complete set ofthe comments. It is thus clear

that the current March 10, 1997 deadline, ifnot extended, will not give the Republic of

Panama sufficient time in which to prepare its reply comments.

5. The stress imposed by the delay in obtaining a complete set ofthe filed

comments is aggravated by the complexity and delays inherent in working with foreign

attorneys (located in the United States). Consequently, even ifPanama today had access

to all ofthe comments, two weeks is simply an insufficient amount of time in which to

prepare meaningful reply comments.

6. Panama suspects that other foreign governments and carriers are

encountering the same logistical problems it is experiencing.

}See Public Notice, Record Imaging Processing System Is Down Due to Hardware
Failure (Feb. 12, 1997).
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7. Perhaps most importantly, it was only a week or so ago that the World

Trade Organization's Group on Basic Telecommunications reached an historic aareement

concerning the provision oftelecommunicatiol1l throughout the world. While the

Republic ofPanama has not yet bad time to digest this trade accord fully, it is apparent

that the agreement will result in dramatic changes in the provision oftelecommunications

services, including the international telecommunications services that are the subject of

the instant Notice ofProposedRulemaking. The Republic ofPanama needs time to

understand not only the ramifications ofthe wro agreement but also how that aareement

will impact the Commission's proposals in this rolemaking. Once again, the Republic of

Panama suspects that other foreign governments and foreign carriers are facing the same

situation.

8. Although, u noted, this Commission has a policy ofnot generally

granting motions for extension oftime, the Republic ofPanarna respectfully submits that

it has demonstrated good cause to extend briefly the date for filing reply comments.2

:zne Commission and ita Bureaus have~ extensions in other proceedings
for reasons which are applicable here. For exaaiiple, extensions have been jranted
because:

• Parties uired additional time to incorporate in their reply comments
informati.,el 1__"" •• nat' D.._on taIIUVU at a recent mtematio meeting, see, e.g., rnlJKllYl-
tionfor ITU World Rodiocommunication Conferences, 10 FCC llCd. 5032
(IB, March 6, 1995);
Parties faced "logistical Droblems" in obtaining comments, see, e.g.,
Allocation QfCosts, 11 PCC Red. 6700 (AAn, June 6, 1996); FiiMral-
Stote Joint Board on Universal Service, 11 FCC Red. 11475 (CCD, April
1, 1996);
The movant required additional time ''to prepare~ comments,"
see, e.g., Fed6ial-8tate Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No.
96-45 {AAD1 Dec. 11, 1996);
The proceedina involved "important" and "complex" issues of"vital
interest," the COmmission determining that it wu desirable that the record
"be U co1!ete u pouible," SU, e.g., Market Entry and&plation of
Foreign-A lkltedEntities, 10 FCC Red. 4537 (IB, March 15, 1992); New
En1lkind 'eklJhone, 11 FCC Red. 8144 (July 12, 1996);AT&TCO!P., 11
FCC Red. ~8 (Dec. 26, 1995); Examination ofExclusivity andFre
quency AssignmentPolicies, 10 FCC Red. 10897 (pWD, Sept. 13, 1995);
Amendment ofPart 36, 10 FCC Red. 10961 (CC.B., Sept. 1, 1995).
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For the foregoing reasona. the R.epubHc oCPanama respecttb1ly requests that the

Commission filvorably entertain its request to extend the date for filing comments in this

proceeding from Monday, March 10, 1997 to Monday, April 14, 1997.

Respectfully submitted,

REPUBLIC OF PANAMA

idt?,
WB.XINSON, BARKER, KNAUDl A QUINN
1735 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20006-5209
(202) 783-4141

Its Attorneys

February 21, 1997
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